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The Accounting Services Sector in the Digital Economy: A Shift in
Perspective, an Analytical Framework, and Evolutionary Paths

YANG Xinglong, SUN Fangcheng

Abstract: The deep integration of the digital and service economies is systematically transforming
the accounting services landscape, increasingly exposing the limitations of the “profession-oriented”
research perspective, which centers on practice standards and regulatory compliance. A crucial shift in
perspective, from “profession” to “industry”, is essential for understanding the fundamental nature of this
transformation. Drawing on multidisciplinary theories from industrial economics and ecosystems, this
paper systematically elaborates the conceptual underpinnings of the “accounting services sector” in the
digital economy. We further construct the PESC-Ecosystem analytical framework, which integrates Players
& Niches, Environment & Institutions, Structure & Networks, and Conduct & Performance. Furthermore,
we distill a “Five-Force Coupling” evolutionary logic, consisting of demand-pull, technology-enablement,
institutional-shaping, agglomeration-driving, and ecosystem-upgrading forces. Applying this framework
to the Chinese context, the paper elucidates the structural, factor-related, ecological, and institutional
challenges facing the sector and explores strategic pathways toward high-quality development. This study
aims to contribute a new perspective and analytical tools to accounting theory, providing theoretical
support and policy implications for promoting the sound development and competitiveness of the
accounting services sector in the digital economy age.

Key words: accounting services sector; digital economy; PESC-Ecosystem framework; industrial

ecosystem
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