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Theoretical Logic and Case Deconstruction of Value Creation of
Platform Firms

——Discussion Based on the Perspective of Data Resources

LIU Huan, HOU Canran, WANG Huacheng

Abstract: With the development of the digital economy, the inherent logic of the circulation and
value release of data elements has received much attention. Platform firms serve as the carriers
for the generation and application of data elements, mainly rely on data advantages to participate
in market competition, which is a new breakthrough in the organizational form of firms in the era
of digital civilization. This paper focuses on theoretical logic of data elements participating in
value creation of platform firms. After data is resourced, data have experienced three value forms,
namely data elements, data products and services, data assets, which promote the growth and
expansion of platform firms. Furthermore, this paper explores the double helix development path
of interaction and empowerment between data elements and platform firms and takes Meituan and
Amap as typical cases. This paper systematically constructs a theoretical analysis framework for
the participation of data elements in the value creation of platform firms, the research results can
provide useful references for the value-added of data, the reform of governance system and the co-
creation of social value of platform firms.

Key words: data resources; platform firms; platform ecosystem; value creation
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